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Cornell, Hybrid body lab   – On-skin interfaces
MIT, Papadopoulou

Pressure sleeve

Wise Therapeutics – Personal Zen app LifeSignals – Employee health monitoring

Intimate Technologies



Intimate nature of technologies gives rise to novel human 
vulnerabilities that affect our identity

physical psychological

social

hardware & data AI: machine learning



4

Do you know AI or 
AI knows you 
better?
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Regulation for addressing
manipulation

How do we want to shape our 
selves with and through 

intimate AI technologies?



Respon-
sibility

How to shape
‘vulnerability

practices’ in taking
responsibility for our

selves & others?Agency

How to give us 
agency amidst 
vulnerability?

Identity

Personal 
Vulnerabilities

(inter)personal 
norms

personal values

emotions
goals

social relations

Computing with Vulnerability: use AI to create technology 
that can take into account personal vulnerabilities



Semantic User Models

Data
personalization

emotions

goals

(inter)personal 
norms

personal values

social relations

We are not our data!

individualization

Interactive 
Machine 

Reasoning

Responsible Agency:
shape machine agency 
around human agency



[conversation between me and a colleague shortly before 
17:00 on Thursday]

B: could you work on the draft tomorrow? I can make a 
first version today.
C: no, I’d rather make the draft today.
B: I thought you don’t work after 17:00?
C: yes, but today I had a long lunch break and tomorrow I 
have a day off.
B: ok, I need to take a break now, can you then make a 
draft and I finish it later today?
C.: ok. 
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