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Personal & intimate technologies 

Quan&fied	Self	

Social	Media	

Loca&on	Sharing	

High-tech	fashion	

Robot	as	coach	

Digital	pill	



Also raise concerns… 
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The question is not whether we say 
“yes” or “no” to technology, but 
how we shape and use it.  

No! 
how will tech 
affects us as 
humans? 



A way forward 

Philosophy	

Data	Science/AI	 Human	Experience	

Understanding 

Engineering vision 



Understand concerns about  
personal & intimate technologies as 
vulnerability arising from their 
intimate nature 

Im
age	source:	hF

p://w
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.theartblog.org/	



Intimate computing  
is computing with vulnerability 
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Focus: Data Sharing 

DATA	SHARING	

Im
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Responsible Data Sharing 
•  Sharing is part of developing meaningful relationships, 

yet at the same time it makes us vulnerable 
–  The more data the better? The less data the better? 

•  Current personal technology doesn’t account for this 
data sharing vulnerability 
–  it is inflexible, requiring to share all or no data 
–  risk: data is shared that violates our norms and values, 

impacting our social relations in an undesirable way 
 
•  Engineering and research challenge 

–  How can we make the data sharing part of personal and 
intimate technologies more flexible in accommodating our 
norms and values? 

–  Towards human-technology partnership 




